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The assumptions on the etymology of the name "Italia" are very numerous and the 
corpus of the solutions proposed by historians and linguists is very wide.[26] 

According to one of the more common explanations, the term Italia, from Latin: 
Italia,[27] was borrowed through Greek from the Oscan Víteliú, meaning "land of 

young cattle" (cf. Lat vitulus "calf", Umb vitlo "calf").[28] The bull was a symbol of the 
southern Italic tribes and was often depicted goring the Roman wolf as a defiant 

symbol of free Italy during the Social War. Greek historian Dionysius of 
Halicarnassus states this account together with the legend that Italy was named 

after Italus,[29] mentioned also by Aristotle[30] and Thucydides.[31]

The name Italia originally applied only to a part of what is now Southern Italy – 
according to Antiochus of Syracuse, the southern portion of the Bruttium peninsula 
(modern Calabria: province of Reggio, and part of the provinces of Catanzaro and 

Vibo Valentia). But by his time Oenotria and Italy had become synonymous, and the 
name also applied to most of Lucania as well. The Greeks gradually came to apply 
the name "Italia" to a larger region, but it was during the reign of Emperor Augustus 

(end of the 1st century BC) that the term was expanded to cover the entire 
peninsula until the Alps.[32]

ETYMOLOGY



• The Colosseum in Rome, built c. 70 – 80 
AD, is considered one of the greatest 
works of architecture and engineering of 
ancient history.

COLOSSEUM



• Excavations throughout Italy revealed a Neanderthal 
presence dating back to the Paleolithic period, some 
200,000 years ago,[33] modern Humans arrived about 
40,000 years ago. The Ancient peoples of pre-Roman Italy – 
such as the Umbrians, the Latins (from which the Romans 
emerged), Volsci, Oscans, Samnites, Sabines, the Celts, the 
Ligures, and many others – were Indo-European peoples; 
the main historic peoples of possible non-Indo-European 
heritage include the Etruscans, the Elymians and Sicani in 
Sicily and the prehistoric Sardinians, which includes the 
Nuragic civilization. Other ancient Italian peoples of 
undetermined language families but of possible non-Indo-
European origins include the Rhaetian people and Cammuni, 
known for their rock carvings.

• Between the 17th and the 11th centuries BC Mycenaean 
Greeks established contacts with Italy[34][35][36][37] and in 
the 8th and 7th centuries BC Greek colonies were 
established all along the coast of Sicily and the southern part 
of the Italian Peninsula became known as Magna Graecia. 
Also the Phoenicians established colonies on the coasts of 
Sardinia and Sicily.

HISTORY



Rome, a settlement around a ford on the river Tiber 
conventionally founded in 753 BC, grew over the 
course of centuries into a massive empire, stretching 
from Britain to the borders of Persia, and engulfing 
the whole Mediterranean basin, in which Greek and 
Roman and many other cultures merged into a 
unique civilisation. The Roman legacy has deeply 
influenced the Western civilisation, shaping most of 
the modern world.[38] In a slow decline since the 
third century AD, the Empire split in two in 395 AD. 
The Western Empire, under the pressure of the 
barbarian invasions, eventually dissolved in 476 AD, 
when its last Emperor was deposed by the Germanic 
chief Odoacer, while the Eastern half of the Empire 
survived for another thousand years.



• Italy became a republic after a referendum[69] held on 2 June 1946, a day celebrated since as Republic Day. This 
was also the first time that Italian women were entitled to vote.[70] Victor Emmanuel III's son, Umberto II, was forced 
to abdicate and exiled. The Republican Constitution was approved on 1 January 1948. Under the Treaty of Peace 
with Italy of 1947, most of Julian March was lost to Yugoslavia and, later, the Free Territory of Trieste was divided 
between the two states. Italy also lost all its colonial possessions, formally ending the Italian Empire.

• Fears in the Italian electorate of a possible Communist takeover proved crucial for the first universal suffrage 
electoral outcome on 18 April 1948, when the Christian Democrats, under the leadership of Alcide De Gasperi, 
obtained a landslide victory. Consequently, in 1949 Italy became a member of NATO. The Marshall Plan helped to 
revive the Italian economy which, until the late 1960s, enjoyed a period of sustained economic growth commonly 
called the "Economic Miracle". In 1957, Italy was a founding member of the European Economic Community (EEC), 
which became the European Union (EU) in 1993.

• From the late 1960s until the early 1980s, the country experienced the Years of Lead, a period characterised by 
economic crisis (especially after the 1973 oil crisis), widespread social conflicts and terrorist massacres carried out 
by opposing extremist groups, with the alleged involvement of US and Soviet intelligence.[71][72][73] The Years of 
Lead culminated in the assassination of the Christian Democrat leader Aldo Moro in 1978 and the Bologna railway 
station massacre in 1980, where 85 people died.

REPUBLICAN ITALY



• Italy is located in Southern Europe, between latitudes 35° and 47° N, and 
longitudes 6° and 19° E. To the north, Italy borders France, Switzerland, 
Austria, and Slovenia, and is roughly delimited by the Alpine watershed, 
enclosing the Po Valley and the Venetian Plain. To the south, it consists 
of the entirety of the Italian Peninsula and the two Mediterranean islands 
of Sicily and Sardinia, in addition to many smaller islands. The sovereign 
states of San Marino and the Vatican City are enclaves within Italy, while 

Campione d'Italia is an Italian exclave in Switzerland.

• The country's total area is 301,230 square kilometres (116,306 sq mi), of 
which 294,020 km2 (113,522 sq mi) is land and 7,210 km2 (2,784 sq mi) is 

water. Including the islands, Italy has a coastline and border of 7,600 
kilometres (4,722 miles) on the Adriatic, Ionian, Tyrrhenian seas (740 km 
(460 mi)), and borders shared with France (488 km (303 mi)), Austria (430 

km (267 mi)), Slovenia (232 km (144 mi)) and Switzerland (740 km (460 
mi)). San Marino (39 km (24 mi)) and Vatican City (3.2 km (2.0 mi)), both 

enclaves, account for the remainder.

GEOGRAPHY



• Alcide De Gasperi, first republican Prime 
Minister of Italy and one of the Founding 
Fathers of the European Union



• Thanks to the great longitudinal extension of the peninsula 
and the mostly mountainous internal conformation, the 
climate of Italy is highly diverse. In most of the inland 
northern and central regions, the climate ranges from 
humid subtropical to humid continental and oceanic. In 
particular, the climate of the Po valley geographical region 
is mostly continental, with harsh winters and hot summers.
[87][88]

• The coastal areas of Liguria, Tuscany and most of the 
South generally fit the Mediterranean climate stereotype 
(Köppen climate classification Csa). Conditions on 
peninsular coastal areas can be very different from the 
interior's higher ground and valleys, particularly during the 
winter months when the higher altitudes tend to be cold, 
wet, and often snowy. The coastal regions have mild 
winters and warm and generally dry summers, although 
lowland valleys can be quite hot in summer. Average winter 
temperatures vary from 0 °C (32 °F) on the Alps to 12 °C 
(54 °F) in Sicily, like so the average summer temperatures 
range from 20 °C (68 °F) to over 30 °C (86 °F).

CLIMATE



• Region Capital Area (km²) Area (sq mi) Population
• Abruzzo L'Aquila   10,763  4,156              1,331,574
• Apulia Bari                19,358   7,474      4,090,105
• Campania Naples       13,590    5,247              5,861,529
• Emilia-Romagna Bologna    22,446     8,666  4,450,508
• Lazio Rome                 17,236     6,655  5,892,425
• Liguria Genoa                   5,422     2,093               1,583,263
• Lombardy Milan                23,844     9,206 10,002,615
• Marche Ancona     9,366     3,616 1,550,796
• Piedmont Turin                25,402     9,808 4,424,467
• Sardinia Cagliari   24,090     9,301 1,663,286
• Sicily Palermo   25,711     9,927 5,092,080
• Tuscany Florence   22,993     8,878    3,752,654
• Veneto Venice    18,399       7,104             4,927,596



• A Ferrari 488. Italy maintains an 
innovative automotive industry, and is 
one of the world's largest exporters of 
manufactured goods.

• A Lamborghini Gallardo provided to the 
Polizia di Stato.

ITALIAN CARS



THE FLAG
• The flag of Italy (bandiera d'Italia, often referred to in Italian as il Tricolore [il trikoˈloːre]) is a 

tricolour featuring three equally sized vertical pales of green, white, and red, with the green at 
the hoist side. Its current form has been in use since 19 June 1946 and was formally adopted 
on 1 January 1948.[1]

• The first entity to use the Italian tricolour was the Cisalpine Republic in 1797, which 
supplanted Milan after Napoleon's victorious army crossed Italy in 1796. The colours chosen 
by the Cispadane Republic were red and white, which were the colours of the recently 
conquered flag of Milan; and green, which was the colour of the uniform of the Milanese civic 
guard. During this time, many small French-proxy republics of Jacobin inspiration supplanted 
the ancient absolute Italian states and almost all, with variants of colour, used flags 
characterised by three bands of equal size, clearly inspired by the French model of 1790.

• Some have attributed particular values to the colours, and a common interpretation is that the 
green represents the country's plains and the hills; white, the snow-capped Alps; and red, 
blood spilt in the Wars of Italian Independence. A more religious interpretation is that the 
green represents hope, the white represents faith, and the red represents charity; this 
references the three theological virtues.[2]
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