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Location 
 
 Edinburgh Castle is a historic castle in 
Edinburgh, Scotland. It stands on Castle 
Rock, which has been occupied by 
humans since at least the Iron Age, 
although the nature of the early  
settlement is unclear. The castle stands 
upon the plug of an extinct volcano, which 
is estimated to have risen about 350 
million years ago during the lower 
Carboniferous period. The Castle Rock is 
the remains of a volcanic pipe, which cut 
through the surrounding sedimentary 
rock before cooling to form very hard 
dolerite, a type of basalt. Subsequent 
glacial erosion was resisted by the dolerite, which protected the softer rock to the east, leaving a 
crag and tail formation. 
 

Tourism 

Historic Environment Scotland undertakes the dual 

tasks of operating the castle as a commercially 

viable tourist attraction, while simultaneously bearing 

responsibility for conservation of the site. Edinburgh 

Castle remains the most popular paid visitor attraction 

in Scotland, with over 1.4 million visitors in 

2013. Historic Environment Scotland maintains a 

number of facilities within the castle, including two 

cafés/restaurants, several shops, and numerous 

historical displays. An educational center in the Queen 

Anne Building runs events for schools and educational 

groups, and employs re-enactors in costume and with 

period weaponry.  

HISTORY 

There has been a royal castle on the rock since at least the reign of David I in the 12th century, and the 

site continued to be a royal residence until 1633. From the 15th century, the castle's residential role 

declined, and by the 17th century it was principally used as military barracks with a large garrison. Its 

importance as a part of Scotland's national heritage was recognized increasingly from the early 19th 

century onwards, and various restoration programmes have been carried out over the past century and a 

half. As one of the most important strongholds in the Kingdom of Scotland, Edinburgh Castle was involved 

in many historical conflicts from the Wars of Scottish Independence in the 14th century to the Jacobite 

rising of 1745. Research undertaken in 2014 identified 26 sieges in its 1,100-year history, giving 

it a claim to having been "the most besieged place in Great Britain and one of the most attacked in the 

world" 
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