
• SANTOURI INSTRUMENTS
IN

GREECE

INSTRUMENTS
IN

GREECE

INSTRUMENTS
IN

GREECE

• MPOUZOUKI

• ZOURNAS

• ASKOMANTOURA



ENJOY...ENJOY...



SANTOURI

The santouri is a 

stringed, percussion, 

flat musical instrument. 

Its name comes from the 

Greek word "ψαλτήρι" 

and through the Persian 

language (sandur). It is 

an ancient musical 

instrument that was 

probably invented in 

Persia. The wider 

spread of the santouri

in Greece is due to the 

arrival of the wave of 

Greek refugees from 

Asia Minor, after the 

disaster of '22.



SANTOURI BOUZOUKI

The santouri is a 

stringed, percussion, 

flat musical instrument. 

Its name comes from the 

Greek word "ψαλτήρι" 

and through the Persian 

language (sandur). It is 

an ancient musical 

instrument that was 

probably invented in 

Persia. The wider 

spread of the santouri

in Greece is due to the 

arrival of the wave of 

Greek refugees from 

Asia Minor, after the 

disaster of '22.

The name Bouzouki is 

believed to come from the 

word Bozouk(turkish), 

which means broken, 

apparently referring to the 

change the instrument 

underwent from East and 

Central Asia. During the 

population exchange 

between Turkey and Greece 

(1919-1922), the bouzouki 

made its appearance in 

Greece. The refugees 

brought with them their 

culture , on which they 

played the Al Oud or Outi 

as they called it. Very soon 

the outi was replaced by 

the bouzouki and the songs 

which were played by the 

Smyrne created another 

genre of music, the 

rebetiko.



SANTOURI BOUZOUKI ZOURNAS

The santouri is a 

stringed, percussion, 

flat musical instrument. 

Its name comes from the 

Greek word "ψαλτήρι" 

and through the Persian 

language (sandur). It is 

an ancient musical 

instrument that was 

probably invented in 

Persia. The wider 

spread of the santouri

in Greece is due to the 

arrival of the wave of 

Greek refugees from 

Asia Minor, after the 

disaster of '22.

The name Bouzouki is 

believed to come from the 

word Bozouk(turkish), 

which means broken, 

apparently referring to the 

change the instrument 

underwent from East and 

Central Asia. During the 

population exchange 

between Turkey and Greece 

(1919-1922), the bouzouki 

made its appearance in 

Greece. The refugees 

brought with them their 

culture , on which they 

played the Al Oud or Outi 

as they called it. Very soon 

the outi was replaced by 

the bouzouki and the songs 

which were played by the 

Smyrne created another 

genre of music, the 

rebetiko.

Zourna or zournas

derives its origin from 

the ancient well-

known instrument 

called oxyavlos. It is a 

compound word made 

up of the words 

intense + fife.In the 

Greek land and 

mainly on the 

continent and the 

islands it is called 

karamouza or pipiza. 

Its sound is distinct 

because of the sharp 

and piercing sound it 

makes when played.



SANTOURI BOUZOUKI ZOURNAS ASKOMANTOURA

The santouri is a 

stringed, percussion, 

flat musical instrument. 

Its name comes from the 

Greek word "ψαλτήρι" 

and through the Persian 

language (sandur). It is 

an ancient musical 

instrument that was 

probably invented in 

Persia. The wider 

spread of the santouri

in Greece is due to the 

arrival of the wave of 

Greek refugees from 

Asia Minor, after the 

disaster of '22.

The name Bouzouki is 

believed to come from the 

word Bozouk(turkish), 

which means broken, 

apparently referring to the 

change the instrument 

underwent from East and 

Central Asia. During the 

population exchange 

between Turkey and Greece 

(1919-1922), the bouzouki 

made its appearance in 

Greece. The refugees 

brought with them their 

culture , on which they 

played the Al Oud or Outi 

as they called it. Very soon 

the outi was replaced by 

the bouzouki and the songs 

which were played by the 

Smyrne created another 

genre of music, the 

rebetiko.

Zourna or zournas

derives its origin from 

the ancient well-

known instrument 

called oxyavlos. It is a 

compound word made 

up of the words 

intense + fife.In the 

Greek land and 

mainly on the 

continent and the 

islands it is called 

karamouza or pipiza. 

Its sound is distinct 

because of the sharp 

and piercing sound it 

makes when played.

The asκomandοura is 

a wind musical 

instrument, a type of 

bagpipe, which is 

played as a 

traditional instrument 

on the Greek island of 

Crete, while it 

schematically 

resembles the 

tsabouna. Its use in 

Crete, as evidenced by 

various images, dates 

back to the 15th 

century.
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SOURCES FOR THE PASSAGES:

• https://legatomsm.webnode.gr/l/ayti-
einai-mia-dimosieysi-me-eikones2/

• https://www.thebouzoukishop.com/index
.php?option=com_content&view=article&
id=109&Itemid=279&lang=el

• http://www.kotsari.com/laografia/477-
zurna-zournas-mousiko-organo-pontos

• https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j
&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja
&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiGocnJ__OCAxX
NbPEDHQSBAHAQFnoECA8QAw&url=ht
tps%3A%2F%2Fel.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki
%2F%25CE%2591%25CF%2583%25CE%
25BA%25CE%25BF%25CE%25BC%25C
E%25B1%25CE%25BD%25CF%2584%25
CE%25BF%25CF%258D%25CF%2581%2
5CE%25B1&usg=AOvVaw1-
DKRRMvhFHhKeoT6Fn1sU&opi=899784
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